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5 to Film 

Scriptwriting and Filmmaking Workshop with Paul Womack 

 

5 to Film is a 5-week workshop designed to support scriptwriters, from complete 

beginners to more experienced writers, to develop and write a 5-minute film 

script. We will also be offering the additional opportunity of producing a 5 minute 

film from the script. This could also include developing a 5-minute excerpt from a 

bigger idea. 

 

• Workshops will take place once a week providing professional and 

technical scriptwriting advice and tips on how to develop your ideas into 

shape quickly and build your confidence. 

 

5 to Film are scheduled to start on Wednesday April 7th, 2021 and will run every 

Wednesday up to May 5th   

• The 5 to Film workshop is free – all you need to do is bring an idea you 

want to write about.  

• Our approach is informal. It’s a workshop, not a classroom.  We will be 

covering the fundamentals of scriptwriting when they present themselves 

naturally and edit out what doesn’t work as group’s stories and ideas 

unfold.  
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5 to Film Objective 

To develop, write and produce a 5-minute short film based on industry 

standard, scriptwriting and film-making principles.  

The workshop will cover:  

• Narrative – Storytelling structure in film. 

• Character – What role does the protagonist play in the story 

• Dialogue – What does the dialogue contribute to the narrative? 

• Point of view – whose perspective is the story told from? 

 

We aim to answer the following questions about scriptwriting: 

 

• What makes a great short film?  

We’ll look at some prize winning shorts and discuss. 

• What’s your goal?  

We’ll do some short exercises to cover how you can achieve your goal 

economically. 

• What’s the message? 

What are you trying to say in your scripts/films? What are you trying to 

communicate? Is it coming across clearly? 
 

 

Note: Additional content in the workshop will be shaped by questions 

raised by the group.  
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Workshop 1: Outline 

Introductions, T&C’s and Film Guidelines 
 

Workshop 

• Sharing ideas 

• Getting it down in a paragraph 

Break 

• Beat sheet - Outline 

• Sharing outlines 

• Group feedback 

Homework: First draft.  

Submit script for one to one analysis and feedback at least two days before 

the next workshop. 

Note:  Links - will be provided for guidance if needed. 
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Workshop 2: First draft 

Theme 

• Readings and feedback 

• Editing (if you don’t need it lose it) 

Break 

• Overview: Discussion and group thoughts on first drafts 

Homework: Draft 2.  

Submit your script for one-to-one analysis and feedback at least two days 

before next workshop. 

 

 
 
Workshop 3: Draft 2 

Conflict 

• Readings and feedback on amendments 

Break 

• Overview of session, notes on amendments for draft 3. 

Homework: Draft 3.  

Submit script for one-to-one analysis and feedback at least two days before 

next workshop. 
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Workshop 4: Draft 3 

Resolution 

• Readings and feedback on amendments 

Break 

• Notes on final draft 

Homework:  Final draft.  

Submit script for one-to-one analysis and feedback at least two days before 

next workshop.  
 

 

 

Workshop 5: Final Draft 

Reflection 

• Read through, analysis and feedback on Final Draft. 

Break 

• Authors thoughts on read through 

• Group feedback 

Note: At this point the script should be a decent draft but not written in stone. 

There is always room for another edit!  Feel free to submit your script for 

final feedback before the next step. 
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Next step 

Everyone in the group will submit their script to Photography.  

Pre – production Zoom meetings will be scheduled for all. Experienced 

technicians will be on hand with tips and answer any questions you have 

regarding your shoot. 

As already mentioned at the top, there are limitations to locations and the 

time frame you will be given for the shoot but this will be addressed in the 

writing process. 

 

Questions & Comments to note: 

Do you want to direct your film yourself or shadow a more experience 

director? 

Do you have any actors in mind that can bring your script to life? If not we’ll 

try to help but we can’t guarantee finding the right actors for your 

prospective films, (especially older actors) during the pandemic 

Again, we will have touched on this in the workshop, but make sure you 

plan ahead and get your director and cast in place with a rehearsal before 

your filming date if possible. Covid permitting, we can provide a space for 

rehearsals etc. 

Let’s get the films in the can. 
 

 

If possible you will be invited to sit in during the post-production process, 

editing, sound etc. giving you the chance to have your say on the final cut. 

Finally, once we can safely socialise in a venue, we’ll have a screening to 

celebrate the finished films. 


